
	  

 
 

 

 

 
Prune Nourry, Terracotta Daughters, exhibition view, Magda Danysz Gallery, Shanghai, September 2013 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
FLUX Laboratory presents 
 

Prune Nourry 
TERRACOTTA DAUGHTERS  
 

Sculpture, installation and video 

Opening at FLUX LABORATORY Schiffbau 5, Zurich, on  
Friday, June 13, 2014, from 6pm 
with a gustatory performance by Prune Nourry  
Exhibition until July 11 
 

TERRACOTTA DAUGHTERS  
Pursuing the spirit of her project Holy Daughters in India, the young artist Prune Nourry, based in 
New York, develops her work in China, reflecting upon gender selection and the preference for the 
male child.   
Through Terracotta Daughters, Prune revisits the ancient army of Xi’an and models 108 life-size 
statues of young girls. Zurich is the last European stop of this uncommon army, before it travels to 
the United States and Latin America. The army will then be buried in China, thus creating a 
contemporary archaeological site. Prune plans to excavate her girls in 2030 when sociologists predict 
the demographic imbalance will be at its worst. 

 
Exhibition curated by Tatyana Franck  

	  



	  

India and China alone represent 1/3 of the world population and both encounter a 
similar gender imbalance. This sociological phenomenon is due to the preference 
parents give to having a son. The number of single men has been increasing ever since the 
1 9 8 0 ’ s  and the misuse of ultrasounds to select the sex of the child. This leads to 
disastrous consequences for the situation of women in Asia (kidnappings of 
children and women, forced marriages, prostitution, population migrations…). 

For her newest project, reflecting upon this sociological issue, Prune has sculpted 8 life-size 
Terracotta Daughters  modeled after 8 Chinese orphan girls. The clay used in the process is the 
same one that was dug up over 2,000 years ago for the Xi’an warriors. For this project, the artist 
learns the local copyists’ technique based on the ancient practice. 

Once her 8 original sculptures completed and molded, Prune gave craftsmen a table of 108 
combinations. Based on this document, they used the molds interchangeably to create an army 
of 108 l i fe-size Terracotta Daughters . Each statue has been personalized individually in order 
to make each Terracotta Daughter unique, as it was done with the ancient soldiers of Xi’an. 

The army was presented for the first time in Shanghai, at the Magda Danysz Gallery. The 108 
life-size sculptures were displayed in accordance to the archeological site from which they are 
inspired. This exhibition has been followed by a show in Paris simultaneously at Le CentQuatre and 
the Magda Danysz Gallery from March to May 2014. 

 

After presenting Holy Daughters in Geneva in March 2013, Flux 
Laboratory Zurich is inviting Prune Nourry to show her latest 
work, Terracotta Daughters  in Zurich in June 2014. The opening 
is enhanced by Prune’s culinary performance, inspired by 
archeology.  
 
 
We are pleased to collaborate once more with the curator Tatyana Franck on this project, who 
has already curated the Holy Daughters and Holy River exhibitions in Paris, NYC and Geneva. 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT FOR THE PRESS 
Tatyana Franck (Curator) : 
tatyana.franck@gmail.com 
Laurent Cottier (Flux Laboratory Zurich) : 
lcottier@fluxlaboratory.com 
www.fluxlaboratory.com 
	  
	  


